
DEREHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Internal Audit Report 

(as required by section 151 of the Local Government Act 1972) 
Financial Year 2019/20 

 
I have in the presence of Mrs J. Barron (Deputy Clerk) inspected the town 
council documents as appropriate, and line with, the scope of the audit 
requested. I would like to thank the Deputy Clerk and the RFO/Town Clerk 
(Mr. Tony Needham) for providing me with all the information required to carry 
out the audit. 
 
There were no recommendations made in last year's internal audit report. I 
carried out a six monthly review (in December 2019) which was reported to 
members. I am delighted to note that a section outlining the role and 
responsibilities of a Town Councillor now appears on the council's website. A 
fee structure is still under review for the town's Memorial Hall but this has 
been delayed due to the COVID crisis. 
 
Dereham Town Council has calculated and agreed a precept for 2020 in the 
sum of £933,321. 
 
I consider the Town Council's website to be of a good standard. All agendas 
and minutes are posted and are available for public inspection. I was pleased 
to note these are up to date. I am assured that the council operates an 
Equalities & Diversities policy but I could not find a summary of this on the 
website. Financial Regulations and Standing Orders are of a high standard 
and these are reviewed regularly. Cemetery fees and allotment rents are 
reviewed annually. The Council carries out an annual risk assessment. 
 
As mentioned in the six monthly report, staff salaries are paid in accordance 
with members approval and documented in the relevant minutes. PAYE and 
NIC have been properly operated. 
 
The council acts as custodian trustee for a number of charities including the 
Headborough Trust and the Recreation Ground. Charitable activities are 
reported in separate meetings and accounted for independently. 
 
I have investigated the details relating to the current tenancy of Cemetery 
Lodge. Full market value rent is being paid and I am fully satisfied and 
content that the arrangements meet all the statutory financial criteria. 
 
The RFO drew my attention to a possible anomaly in that the town's 
Community Car Scheme holds a separate bank account. Members are 
signatories and all aspects of the scheme fall within the control of the council. 
As the Car Scheme is not a charitable entity I would certainly support any 



proposal made to bring it within the Town Council umbrella and audited 
accordingly. 
 
In conclusion, I am satisfied that this town council is functioning well and is  
fully discharging its legal and statutory responsibilities. 
 
In accordance with the above I have duly signed and completed Part 3 of the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2019/20. I commend this 
report to Council members. 
 
 
 

ROBIN GOREHAM 
 

(Internal Auditor)         May 2020 
      


