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Many of the activities described in this report have drawn extensively on the support of 
colleagues within Dereham Walkers are Welcome.  The following abbreviations are used: 

FP - Footpath; BR - Bridleway; RB - Restricted Byway; NCC - Norfolk County Council; 
DTC - Dereham Town Council; PRoW - Public Rights of Way; WaW - Walkers are Welcome 

 

 Footpaths update and specific path issues 

1 General report - activity 

Inevitably, both walking and path maintenance have been restricted for the last 9 months.  
Dereham Walkers are Welcome was able to lead its March short walk, but then 
suspended all walks.  When restrictions were eased, we were able to run the main 
August, September and October walks (with limited numbers, social distancing and some 
extra precautions).  Then the second lockdown intervened, but when that too ended, we 
added an extra December walk into our programme.  Our monthly short walks 
programme was also curtailed, with no walks after March, except for one in October 
inserted between lockdowns. 

Notwithstanding the problems, we have been accredited for a further year by the National 
Walkers are Welcome organisation - a clear run of greens on our Annual Return. 

2 General report - path issues 

Current issues of concern are: 

1 FP2 - the repeated failure to establish the path along the headland of the northern 
part of this field edge path 

2 RB3 - the long standing unavailability of this route, which was ploughed out many 
years ago; recent correspondence with the NCC Countryside Access Officer for the 
area has been both positive and negative - positive in that the Officer has been 
responsive to representations and reports taking up issues with the landowner, but 
negative in that they also reported longstanding landowner claims of permission to 
divert the path, which claims had not been mentioned to us before, and have taken 
some months to progress 

3 FP14a - the boardwalk is damaged and dangerous; NCC is aware and says it 
plans to repair it.  It also says it is considering my request that the boardwalk be 
extended a few metres south to cover a patch that gets very muddy in wet weather 

4 FP26 - the flooding on this gets worse, exacerbated by the presumed landowner 
driving his tractor down it and creating deep ruts that fill with water; there has in the 
past been space on one side or the other to enable walkers to avoid the worst, but 
the tractor driver has also driven over these and wiped them out 

5 RB32/3 - more recently a heavy vehicle has driven along the stretch near the back 
of the football ground, totally cutting up the path, making it tricky for walkers, 
impossible for cyclists 

6 FP34 - boardwalk is damaged and dangerous; NCC is aware and says it plans a 
review; it seems to me that substantial rebuilding is probably needed before long 

7 RB37, previously reported: the issues are the heavy littering (see below) and the 
need to widen and clear this path to Restricted Byway dimensions 

3 Specific work - litter 

The litter on land just off FP12 near its junction with FP13 seems to remain; the Diocese 
some time ago said it would take action on this, but I suspect this came to an end with 
lockdown then got overtaken by other priorities.  I have not pressed the matter under 
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current circumstances. 

I have made no progress in seeking to establish a joint clearance effort along RB37 from 
Highways England, Norfolk County Council and Breckland District Council.  As with the 
above, I have not pressed the matter under current circumstances. 

4 Walk packs 

Dereham Walkers are Welcome has previously printed, and distributed free of charge, 
some 3000 walk packs, each containing 14 walks starting from Dereham.  These were 
exhausted more than a year ago, and we have taken the decision not to reprint them in 
the same way.  This decision is based on a belief that many were not being used, and 
they were an expensive publication.  Instead, we are planning to produce a free leaflet 
that will give some basic information about walking in Dereham, and about Dereham 
Walkers are Welcome; these will not be issued until lockdown restrictions enable people 
once more to get around the town and be out and about meeting others.  In the 
meantime, they will be refreshed and put onto our website.  The 14 walks include maps 
which have used the DTC OS licence, and we hope that this permission will continue. 

 

Ken Hawkins, Footpath Warden, Dereham Town Council 15 January 2021 

 


